“West of Memphis” Viewing Guide

Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Directions: Answer the following questions while watching the film “West of Memphis”.   If you miss class, google these questions to learn about the information.  Remember, you are a LAWYER!   You need to pay attention to detail and evidence. Be specific.  Be detailed.
1. What was the felony charge this case?  (try use the legal name for this charge)
2. What are the first names of the 3 victims in this case?

3. Who is John Mark Byers?  _____________________________________________________________________
4. What is the name of the Prosecutor in this case?  ___________________________________________________
5. Describe the details of this case as law enforcement and lawyers came to tell the story.

6. What are your first impressions of the accused principals in this crime based on the television footage in 1993?

7. What was the name of the teenager who confessed to this crime in court?  ______________________________
8. What were some “cult related” things witnesses said they saw with the relations to this case?

9. What was the name of the “ringleader” or head of this crime?  _________________________________________
10. What was his punishment from the courts?
11. What does it mean if you have an alibi?

12. Who is Terry Hobbes? _________________________________________________________________________
13. What was Michael Carson’s role in this trial?
14. When Peter Jackson says the 3 teens had “no motive”, what does this mean?
15. Who is John Mark Byers? _______________________________________________________________________
16. Vicki Hutchinson was a witness for which side in this case?  (defense or prosecution) _______________________
17. What reason does she give for lying on the witness stand in 1993?

18. At this point in the movie, what is YOUR theory about who committed this crime?  Be detailed. 

19. Why do they say that the “worst” thing Prosecutor John Fogelman did was to tell the jury the knife was found in the lake behind one of the suspect’s home?
20. How were the bodies of the victims ACTUALLY “mutilated” after the medical investigations years later?

21. What finally happens to the suspects’ sentences by the end of the movie?
22. On a separate piece of paper when the movie is over, write a half to one page journal of your thoughts about the Alford Plea.   Include what it means when convicted criminals take this plea and why this plea deal is usually offered.
